
12 

 

 The ninth panel in this bank of windows contains the Omega.           
“I am the Alpha and Omega, the One who is and the One who is to 
come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).  Even as He existed before the               
creation, so He presides at the Last Judgment.  The symbol is the 
throne in heaven with a cross-topped orb and crown, attributes of        
royalty, flanked by martyrs’ palms.  We await the parousia. 
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Faceted Glass Windows 
 

 The windows of Holy Family Church are executed in a new     
technique called faceted. The glass is approximately one inch thick, 
which explains its depth of color. The shapes are cut from patterns with           
hammers, and certain pieces are faceted as gemstones to add lustre and 
sparkle.  The glass is held together by a matrix of epoxy resin to form 
panels which have great structural strength. 

 

 The story of the windows is told by means of symbols and              
images. Church art has a dual purpose - to beautify and to teach. A 
brief explanation of the meaning of these windows is given. 

This booklet was prepared by Msgr. Daniel B. Logan, Founding Pastor ,  

Easter, 1979 
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 In the eighth panel, a        
couple exchange marriage vows.  
The marriage symbol consists of 
two lamps which represent the 
bridal couple whose individual 
lives are joined by entwined rings 
into a union of endless love in 
the cross of Christ. In this union, 
love making is life giving. 

 In the seventh panel, the 
bishop is ordaining a priest.  The 
symbol includes the principal 
priestly ministries: the stole, his 
sanctifying powers; the chalice 
and host, his celebrating the   
sacraments; and the Bible, his 
teaching. 
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 The vignette in the fifth 
panel shows the celebration of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
The symbols are the key given to 
Peter, representing the power 
given by Jesus to the Apostles to 
forgive sin; the hand raised in 
absolution; and the scourge, a 
symbol of penance which         
reminds us that Jesus, the Sinless 
One, suffered for the sins of the 
world. 

 In the sixth panel, the priest 
is anointing a sick person with oil.  
The lamp refers to the soul.  Just as 
the flame is kept alive by oil, the 
soul is strengthened by the holy oil 
in the ewer. The olive branch held 
by a dove represents the oil used 
and is also a symbol of healing. 
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The East Windows (Chapel) 

 

 The bank of nine windows on the east all contain symbols and 
signs of the Blessed Sacrament and is called the Corpus Christi window.  

 In the first two panels is the Last Supper, when Jesus instituted 
the Eucharist. He is shown at the head of the table holding the bread and 
wine of the Passover meal, saying “This is my body...This is my blood.”  
Eleven Apostles are seated at the table.  Judas, clasping his bag of money, 
is seen leaving the group.   
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 The third panel represents the offertory procession in which the 
gifts are presented to the celebrant. Above is shown the altar ready for the                  
celebration.   

 In the Fourth panel the priest elevates the Host.  

In the fifth panel his hands are seen elevating the Chalice. The Alpha and 
Omega are also seen at the upper left outlined in the matrix. 

 In the sixth panel is a symbol of the loaves and fishes, referring to 
the feeding of the multitude or to the Body of Christ, or the fish as a       
symbol for Jesus Christ.  The vignette is the concluding acclamation or 
doxology. 
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The West Windows 
 

 The Seven Sacraments           
windows are in the apse on the west side.  
Since there are nine windows, the first is 
Alpha and the ninth,  Omega.   Alpha 
and Omega are the first and last letters 
of the Greek         alphabet. Alpha sym-
bolizes that “Before Abraham came to 
be, I am” (John 8:58). The symbol in the 
first panel represents the Sacraments in 
general.  The cross of Christ signifying 
the Paschal mystery is the source of all 
true Christian life.  The Sacraments are 
presented by the seven streams of water 
emanating from the foot of the cross.  

The fishes represent Christians immersed in and living by the grace of the 
Sacraments. The plants growing on either side of the cross emphasize life-
giving hope.   

 In the third panel is a               
vignette of the bishop confirming. 
The symbol above shows the Holy 
Spirit descending upon the                  
confirmed Christian. A cross-topped 
orb, symbolizing the triumph of                      
Christianity over the world, is             
superimposed on the chi ro. 

 In the fourth panel the priest 
is shown breaking the Host. This 
Eucharistic symbol is derived from 
an ancient one in the catacombs.  
Superimposed over the cross are a 
fish and a basket of bread, recalling 
the miraculous feeding of the five 
thousand.  The fish is also a symbol 
of Christ. The Greek letters under it 
are a rebus, the initials of Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior, which 
spell ichthus - fish. 
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The West Windows 
 

 The Seven Sacraments           
windows are in the apse on the west side.  
Since there are nine windows, the first is 
Alpha and the ninth,  Omega.   Alpha 
and Omega are the first and last letters 
of the Greek         alphabet. Alpha sym-
bolizes that “Before Abraham came to 
be, I am” (John 8:58). The symbol in the 
first panel represents the Sacraments in 
general.  The cross of Christ signifying 
the Paschal mystery is the source of all 
true Christian life.  The Sacraments are 
presented by the seven streams of water 
emanating from the foot of the cross.  

The fishes represent Christians immersed in and living by the grace of the 
Sacraments. The plants growing on either side of the cross emphasize life-
giving hope.   

 In the second panel, 
the symbol is larger at the top, 
and below is a vignette of a 
baptism. The scallop shell of 
baptism is superimposed over  
a chi ro (XP), the initials of 
Jesus Christ. The dove is the 
Christian being anointed with 
holy oil.  The lighted candle is a 
symbol of the light of Faith. 
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 In the seventh panel the balanced design of two birds drinking 
from a  chalice from which a chi ro emerges shows faithful Christians 
drawing near to Christ in the Eucharist. Behind them are wheat and grapes, 
the natural forms of bread and wine, symbols of the Eucharist. 

 The mother bird in the nest with her young in the eighth panel is 
the pelican. This is an old symbol for the sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of 
the world.  The ancients mistakenly thought that the mother pelican          
nourished her young with her own blood, which she fed them by piercing 
her breast with her long beak.  Above are the joined hands of the priest as 
he prays before Communion.  

 In the ninth panel the         
congregant receives Communion in 
the hand, a practice that was revived 
in 1977 when this church was being 
designed. Another version of the 
loaves and fishes is above. 
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 The structure of the chancel window over the altar, called the          
Covenant-Liberation window, forms a cross. Symbols flank it.  Nearest to it 
are the bread and wine, wheat and grapes, which are the symbols of the    
Eucharist. 

 The first panel on the left and the last panel on the right have no 
symbols. 

 The second panel contains the tablets of stone of the Ten                
Commandments. Lightning is shown above them because we are told that 
when God gave the Law to Moses atop Mt. Sinai, there were peals of   
thunder and lightning. 

 The majority of symbols in this window are those of Jesus’ Twelve 
Apostles.  In the third panel are those of Peter and Andrew.  Peter has an 
inverted cross. It is tradition that when Peter was to be crucified, he asked 
to be hung upside down as he felt unworthy to die in the same way Jesus 
died.  The crossed keys are the Keys of the Kingdom given by Jesus to        
Peter. 

 Andrew was one of the fishermen called by Jesus to leave his nets 
and become a fisher of men.  He was executed on an X-shaped cross, while 
he exhorted the observers to repentance.  The fish, which are his symbol, 
are crossed. 

 In the fourth panel, nearest the top, are the pilgrim’s staff and wallet 
and scallop shells, which are the symbol of James the Greater. 

 Next below is a chalice from which a serpent emerges.  This refers 
to a legend that John’s enemies attempted to kill him by poisoning the           
consecrated wine, but he was miraculously saved when the poison changed  

Chancel Window 
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into a snake which crawled away.  

 At the bottom of panel four, the tau cross and basket reminds us 
that Philip was present when the five thousand were fed and after that meal 
each Apostle had a basket of fragments left. 

 Under the bread and wheat in the fifth panel are an open Bible and 
knife, which recall Bartholomew’s faith in God’s word and his martyrdom. 
He was flayed to death. 

 Under the chalice and grapes in the sixth panel are three purses, 
symbol of Matthew’s original calling -  tax collector - and the symbol of his 
martyrdom, a battleaxe.  He was beheaded. 

 At the top of the seventh panel is Thomas’ symbol.  The girdle        
refers to a miraculous appearance of the Virgin Mary when she gave him her 
girdle.  The carpenter’s square is used because Thomas went to India, where 
he built a church with his own hands.  The stones and spear refer to his 
martyrdom. He was first stoned, then run through with a spear by a pagan 
priest. 

 Next below is a windmill, the symbol of James the Less. 

 The ship at the bottom recalls Jude’s many missionary voyages. 

 Simon also traveled with Jude and was a great fisher of men, so his 
symbol is a fish impaled on a boat hook. 

 Below this in the eighth panel are a gallows and a bag of money              
referring to the betrayer Judas. 

 The ninth panel contains the symbol of Jesus, a Lamb of Liberation 
with tri-radiant nimbus carrying the banner of the victory of life over sin 
and death.   

Chancel Window 


